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The Impact of Joint Auditing on Enhancing the Independence of the External Auditor

(A Field Study in Audit Offices and Companies in the Republic of Yemen)

Abstract
This study aimed to examine the impact of joint audit, with its three dimensions: joint planning, distribution of

tasks and responsibilities, and the joint audit report, on enhancing external auditor independence within the
Yemeni professional environment.

The study adopted a descriptive analytical approach. A structured questionnaire was developed to measure the
dimensions and variables of the study model. (75) questionnaires were distributed to the study sample, which
consisted of certified public accountants in audit offices in the capital, Sana'a. The number of returned and
valid questionnaires for analysis was (57). For data analysis, several statistical techniques were employed,
including frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations. Multiple linear regression analysis was
also utilized to test the study hypotheses.

The findings indicate that joint audit constitutes an effective mechanism for strengthening external auditor
independence in the Yemeni professional environment. Furthermore, the results of the multiple linear regression
analysis confirm the existence of a statistically significant effect of the dimensions of joint audit on enhancing
external auditor independence. The standardized regression coefficients reveal a hierarchical pattern of
influence among these dimensions. Specifically, the dimension of distribution of tasks and responsibilities
exerted the strongest effect on enhancing external auditor independence, while joint planning demonstrated a
moderate effect. This can be explained by the fact that a clear separation of duties creates a system of internal
control and checks and balances, which limits the ability of any individual to deviate under pressure. In
contrast, the joint audit report dimension showed no significant effect on enhancing external auditor
independence. This can be explained in the Yemeni context by the fact that the report issuance process may
sometimes be a formality, or that pressures are exerted in earlier stages of the audit process, which reduces the
protective effect of joint signatures in the final stages.

Keywords: Joint Audit; External Auditor Independence.
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