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Corruption as a Tool for Regional Influence: A Case Study of

Saudi Influence in Yemen
Abstract

This study examines corruption as a tool of regional influence through a case study of Saudi intervention
in Yemen from the 1960s up to 2025. It highlights how corruption has been systematically employed to
strengthen Saudi influence by fostering networks of political and tribal elites, and by providing selective
financial and cultural support. These practices contributed to the weakening of state institutions and the
redirection of sovereign decision- making in ways that served Saudi strategic interests in Yemen.The study
shows that corruption in Yemen is not merely a domestic phenomenon, but rather an externally driven
mechanism that has played a pivotal role in consolidating Saudi geopolitical leverage. This has led to the
entrenchment of a long-term state of dependency within a structurally fragile environment characterized
by institutional dysfunction and persistent corruption, which ultimately led to diminishing opportunities
of national independence. The study concludes that any effective anti-corruption effort in Yemen cannot
succeed without dismantling the external influence networks and building sovereign, independent
institutions rooted in transparency and accountability.

Keywords: corruption,, geopolitical corruption, Saudi intervention, regional influence.
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