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Threshold of Textual Titling in Contemporary Yemeni Poetry from 1970 to 1990
Abdullah Al-Duhmuly
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Abstract

This research aims to study the titles of contemporary Yemeni poetic texts from 1970 to 1990, given the
significance of textual titles in literary works. The title serves as the cornerstone of textual
construction and the essence of its creation, weaving an interplay with the text on lexical and semantic
levels, as well as influencing reception. Accordingly, the study seeks to highlight the role of the
internal textual title in illuminating the path the reader will follow and bringing them closer to the
message of the discourse. The research employs certain mechanisms of textual and semiotic criticism
to shed light on the significance of the textual title and its correlations within the structural framework
of the titled text and its semantic formations. It also investigates the components of the title—words
and sentences—through scholarly readings that navigate between the threshold and the text's body,
aiming to reveal the contextual and displacive semantic components, as well as the transformative
signifier producing multiple and dynamic meanings. The study addresses the topic through the
following sections: First, patterns of textual titles. Second, the openness of the title threshold to the
interior (accompanying thresholds and text body), and third the openness of the title threshold to the
exterior.

Keywords: textual threshold, textual titling, contemporary Yemeni poetry, title interplay, contextual
sign, semantic displacement.
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