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The Structure of Metaphor in Al-Sakaki from the Perspective of Transformational

Generative Grammar
Ahmed Mohammed Ali Ahmed Al-Reyami
Albaydha University, Yemen

Abstract

This research studies the structure of metaphor in Al-Sakaki from the perspective of Transformational
Generative Grammar and approaches it through two dimensions: theoretical (introduction) and
applied. The first includes the concept of structure, the emergence of the Transformational Generative
Grammar Theory, the foundations on which it was based, the most important generative and
transformational terms, then the concept of metaphor, its pillars, and its types. The applied part
includes two topics. The first discusses the metaphor of a tangible thing tangibly or rationally and the
metaphor of rational to rational. The second is the metaphor of rational to rational, and the metaphor
of rational to tangible. The approach followed in this study is the analytical, descriptive and
generative approach based on the mechanisms of transformational rules in the transformational
generative approach, based on clarifying the types of metaphor according to Al-Sakaki, and
proceeding according to what he divided into four types, then extracting the Qur’anic verses,
analyzing them, and taking the views of scholars from the interpreters and rhetoricians. The research
concludes that the foundations and rules established by the Arabs, especially Al-Sakaki (d. 626 AH), in
his book (Miftah Al-Ulum), represented by (Levels of Speech), are the first roots of the theory of
transformational generative grammar, through which it is possible to establish an Arab theory with
complete rules and structure, parallel to Chomsky’s theory, which flourished in the twentieth century.
Keywords: Structure, Metaphor, Al-Sakaki, Transformational Generative Grammar.
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