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Yemen in the Poetry of Imru' al-Qais

Abstract

This article aims to show the extent of Imru’ al-Qais connection to Yemen through his poetry. Did Yemen
have a prominent presence in his poetry? What is the most prominent manifestation of that presence?
Imru' al-Qais is a Yemeni from the tribe of kinda. His ancestors migrated to the north of the Arab
Peninsula and established their kingdom there, but he remained connected to his origins. He visited
Yemen more than once. Yemen was present in his poetry as a person, a place, and things. The Yemenis
knew him and memorized his poetry before Islam. Imru' al-Qais emphasized his Yemeniness in his
poetry. He praised the kings of Himyar, Himyar itself, people of Kahlan and the tribes of Yemen and its
Bedouins. He mentioned the lands of his fathers and the places of his youth in Hadhramaut in the context
of longing and nostalgia. He also mentioned ancient Yemeni valleys, fortresses, cities, and zones. This
Yemeni presence in his poetry extended to Yemeni things, or those attributed to Yemen mentioning a
number of them.

Keywords: Imru' al-Qais, poetry, Yemen.
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