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The Case in Semitic Languages
The Accusative and Its Functions: A Comparative Linguistic Study
Abstract
This paper aims to highlight the similarities between Arabic and some Semitic languages concerning
their case systems, whether at the level of case alignment or at the level of case paradigms, as well as
certain grammatical phenomena such as case syncretism.
The paper also reveals the similarities among Semitic languages regarding the functions represented
by each grammatical case, with a particular focus on the accusative case. It endeavors to move beyond
merely describing the data to providing an explanation of the source of this accusative case.

This paper illustrates that Semitic languages belong to a nominative-accusative alignment pattern,
where case interacts with the number system. Most Semitic languages share the use of the same case
markers. Additionally, many of them redundantly mark their functions (case and agreement). The data
reveal that pronouns in these languages achieve morphological case, similar to what is found in
Arabic, in contrast to the hypothesis advocated by Arab grammarians. As for the multiplicity of
accusative functions in these languages, we have shown, following Maling's (2009) and Rizzi's (1997)
cartographic approach, that the accusative case spreads within the lower domain governed by the
verb, encompassing all such functions”.

Keywords : Case, Accusative, case Alignment, Semitic Languages, Case Spreding.
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