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Abstract
This study seeks to shed light on the definite article “um” in the Tehami dialect, and its relationship to
the definite article in Semitic languages, including the definite article in ancient Yemeni and classical
Arabic. The study also attempted to monitor and trace the phonetic development that definite articles have
undergone in Semitic languages. Such as the ancient Yemeni language, Aramaic, Hebrew, Arabic,
Thamudic, Lihyanite, and Safavid. The study sought to clarify the link and the phonetic and evolutionary
relationship between the definite article in the Tehama dialect and in the Semitic languages, and to return
it through tracing and comparison to an older origin from which the definite article arose and developed
in the Tehama dialect and Semitic languages through verbal and phonetic images, which the article
passed through phonetic substitution, with reference to the specificity of the pronunciation and its location
in the noun to be defined, and the forms in which it appeared in its various stages, whether in the Tehama
dialect or the languages covered by the study, since the oldest definite article that the researcher viewed
as the origin upto "The definite article in classical Arabic. The researcher relied on the descriptive and
analytical-comparative approaches.
Keywords: Tehama dialect, definite article, Semitic languages.
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