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Social representations of medical knowledge and practice in Morocco and
Andalusia during The Middle Era: A social historical study

Abstract

The Maghreb and Andalusia witnessed a great intellectual and scientific renaissance during
the Middle Ages that began with the Almorabeteen State and its impact was reflected in several fields.
Medical sciences benefited from this renaissance and medical education began to be organized
according to precise teaching curricula that was culminated with a degree in medicine. A group of
eminent doctors who contributed to the advancement of medical knowledge and practice appeared. In
spite of this scientific development that relied on observation and experimentation, the Moroccan
Andalusian society was not spared from interpreting some diseases and epidemics in a metaphysical
way, considering them stemming from a divine will that man is unable to repel, even with his medical
knowledge. Therefore, he must surrender to it. This variation in the interpretation of diseases led to
the emergence of two different streams of thought, each of which explains the disease and the method
of its transmission according to its own reference. One stream, represented by clerics and Sufis,
opposes the reality of infection and does not see medicine as a humanitarian necessity because it
sometimes falls short of finding effective medicine. Another stream, represented by medical scientists,
supports the reality of infection and sees medical knowledge as a way to prevent and treat diseases.
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