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Attaa Al-Marbuta and its historical and functional
transformations: A generative perspective

Abstract

Taa marboota(<) “¢” is one of the interesting linguistic phenomena characterized by grammatical
involvement at the level of the identifying name, linguistic history, dialectal difference, written
diversity, semantic generation, contextual use, and the discriminatory employment accompanying
those stages in Qur’anic calligraphy before and after putting dots and some contemporary usages
to create written differentiation.

This study attempts to complete the aspects of this itinerant and generative phenomenon to fill
some gaps that previous studies had. Taa marboota “t” in Arabic has a high generative energy which
qualifies it for rapid transmission and transformation from the original generative deep structure to
the sub-transformative surface structure; to the functional response to renewable life situations; It
transforms from femininity to masculinity, from singular to plural, from belittling to exaggeration,
and in connotation from nominal to descriptive,etc.
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