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The confrontational relationship between philosophy and democracy
Abstract

The origin of the terms philosophy and democracy is Greek and it dates back to the time when the city
(state) was established for the first time in Athens in ancient times. There are those who believe that the
relationship between them was a problematic and ambiguous relationship, in which there were a little of
coexistence, conciliation, and cooperation while there were a lot of differences, competitions, and
collisions. That is because Philosophy believes in elitism, exclusivity, and distinction and thus clearly
declares hostility against the equality advocated by democracy, which makes philosophers ordinary
people when equated with others. This is totally rejected by philosophy. The relationship between the
philosophers and democrats in the Athenian society was not good. Furthermore, there was a rivalry that
amounted to abolition: Each tries to dominate over the other and make it subservient to its authority.
Philosophers obviously declared hostility to democracy, which makes all people equal, because it detracts
from their intellectual and scientific excellence, drops their elitist legacy, detracts from their cognitive
effort, and extinguishes the glowing flame of their minds. That happens when you compare the minds of
all and equate those who know with those who do not know, those who think with those who do not think,
and those who use their senses with those who use their minds. It is a mistake and delusion to consider
philosophy as supportive of democracy, for whoever studies philosophy or teaches it does not expect
results that serve and spread democratic values in an automated or utilitarian way. However, if there is a
conviction that there is a fundamental convergence between the freedom of thought and speech in
philosophy on the one hand, and the equality and pluralism characteristic in democracy on the other
hand, it is difficult to conclude that every philosopher (or everyone who has acquired philosophical
knowledge) is necessarily a democratic person. This is what we are trying to clarify in this research.
Keywords: Philosophy -Democracy-Human-parity
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