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Thinking like a mountain: A biosemiotic study of the description
of the mountain in the Arabic poetry

Abstract

The study proceeds from the presentation of biosemiotics and biosemiotics literary criticism (based
on it) in order to prove that the Arabic poetic text in the description of the mountain (through two
models: Imru’ al-Qays and Ibn Khofajah) represent the principle of "thinking like a mountain™ which
popularized in modern environmental studies. The study showed that the mountain as represented in
the two texts has a semiotic world that is represented in some way in the semiotic world of the poet.
This representation made the ancient Arab man/poet realize the semioethical responsibility (taking
care of life through the care of the semiosis of nature), promoting it and representing that textually.
This means that the ancient Arab man/poet enjoyed awareness of the ecosystem, its importance, and
the importance of thinking like nature to preserve it.

Keywords: (Biosemiotics, Thinking like a mountain, Description of the mountain, Arabic poetry,
Ecosystem)
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