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Violence in Tunisian stadiums: a psychosocial approach

Abstract
This research aims to monitor the extent of the spread of the phenomenon of violence in Tunisian sports
stadiums, and the transformation of the football field from a sports field into a place for violence and
rioting. Itis also concerned with identifying the factors that help the spread of this phenomenon in urban
Tunisian society.

In this study, we relied on Boudin's questionnaire (2002). The study sample was chosen randomly. The
sample amounted to 1,106 respondents, including 845 members of the public and 261 supporters of
Club Africain, Club Sfaxien, and Etoile Sportive du Sahel.

The results of the study showed that sports violence in Tunisian stadiums is committed by school-age
adolescents (25 years and younger). We notice a decrease in the rate of participation in acts of violence
for members of the public who are accompanied by a family member. The most important causes of
violence in stadiums, according to the respondents, are firstly the referee’s decisions and secondly the
position of the security personnel.

Keywords: football - violence in stadiums - the audience - supporters - and hooligans.
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