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Abstract
This research presents the concept of Transitional Motion Verbs (activity predicates) in Arabic, from a
modern semantic view, and reviews the most important linguistic and semantic dealing with transitional
motion verbs among the Arab linguists, the ancient and modern, and also within the Westerners,
especially Jackendoff's vision with a semantic-cognitive orientation.
It seeks to find a precise taxonomy of the Transitional Motion Verbs (activity predicates) in Arabic,
through Al-Mutanabbi’s Caphoryiat poems, based on the hypothesis that a motion verb should be viewed
semantically from the perspective of the transition course, and the semantic roles; conceptual or
cognitive that are represented in the following semantic components: (event + moving axis + source +
route (from - to) + target).
The article has taken al-Mutanabbi’s Caphoryat as a field for application, due to the anxiety, turmoil,
and mobility of that epoch that had impacted on the poet - al-Mutanabbi - at the geographical and
psychological level.
Keywords: Transitional Motion Verbs, Modern Semantics, Cognitive Connotation, al-Mutanabbi’s
Caphoryat, Linguistics, Aesthetics of Motion Verbs.
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